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and Parliament, and their Importance was brought home
to the House of Commons, when petitions for economica
reform and honest government were presented from twenty
six counties in England, three in Wales, and from severa
considerable cities.
Fox and Burke were as active in Parliament as thty
had been in the country. Both of them made important
speeches during the debates on the Petitions, and Burke
drew up an elaborate plan of economical reform which was
to serve the two great public purposes of retrenchment and
the abolition of the sinecures by which the King maintained
his corrupt influence. It is a striking illustration of the
salutary alarm which the campaign had produced, that Burke
actually carried the second reading of a Bill to give effect
to his plan, though the Bill was lost in Committee. A still
more imposing manifestation was decided on by the Reform
party, and in February a joint scheme was arranged for
collecting delegates in London from the various county
Associations, to confer together and impress Parliament.1
These delegates met frequently during March. The day
on which the House of Commons was to take the Petitions
into consideration was marked by a great speech from Fox
to the Petitioners at Westminster, and the same evening
the first great triumph of the Reform party was won, and
Dunning's famous motion, " That the influence of the Crown
has increased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished," was
carried by a majority of eighteen, and the House of Commons
resolved that it was their duty " to provide, as far as may
be, an immediate and effectual redress of the abuses com-
plained of in the Petitions presented to this House from
the different Counties, Cities, and Towns in the Kingdom."
The new party had won a striking victory. Within less
than a year from the opening of the campaign, with its full
array of meetings and petitions, they had terrified a venal
House of Commons into a protest against the system of royal
rapine and secret tyranny, on which many of its members
1 Sheridan was one of these delegates.